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International Trends in Developme:tnt Assistance Policy
-With a View to Clarifying Reform Process of
UN Operational Activities for Development-
Hiroko Akizuki
This thesis is a preliminary analysis of international trends in development assistance
policy with a view to cl;訂正ying the reform process of the United Nations (UN) operational
activities for development. The main丘ndings of this thesis are as follows:
First, the current goal of development assistance is to attain the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals (MDGs) for poverty reduction.
Second, to this end, it is necessary to increase the quantity of development assistance,
and to improve aid quality, i.e., efficiency and effectiveness.
Third, in order to reduce poverty, it is necessary to attain the international target that
the official development assistance (0工)A) ratio to gross national income (GNI) should be
more than 0.7%.
Forth, m order to improve aid efficiency and effectiveness, it is essential that develop-
ment assistance policies/systems of donors, including UN system organizations, be
aligned to those of developing countries. It is also necessary to improve ownership of de-
velopmg countries through capacity building.
These international development policies should be reflected in the reform process of
UN operational activities for development.
UN operational activities for development are h:nded through v0.1untary contributions
from member States… It is, therefore, difficult for the UN itself to increase financial
resources for development. Thus, the UN has to increase efficiency and e:廿:ectiveness of
its own operational activities…
In view of improving aid efficiency and effectiveness, the Secretary-General's High-
level Panel on System-wide Coherence submitted its report "Delivering as One" to the
Secretary-General in November 2006… It is still early to evaluate the impact of this
report. However, further improvement of aid efficiency and effectiveness is vital for
attainment of MDGs…
